Drug-induced paralysis (muscle relaxant) therapy in the mechanically ventilated neonate.
Drug-induced paralysis in the mechanically ventilated neonate is prescribed primarily to control breathing and, secondarily, to favorably affect underlying pulmonary disease and associated complications. Although the control of breathing can be achieved, it is controversial when pulmonary disease is favorably influenced by paralysis. However, such therapy may lessen the severity, and the incidence of the complications in specific subgroups of infants. In view of significant adverse effects, muscle paralysis should be used judiciously in neonates.